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Introduction

We have always said that a “Church” is not the building, nor the beautiful stained glass, nor the
carillon. The “Church” is about the people who meet to worship God. It is about the deeds of
these people and their interactions in their community. Therefore, our history will focus on those
families and individuals who started out meeting in log cabins, forming Church Societies and
growing membership into larger groups who spread the Word of God through Missions and
other benevolent actions.

In 1755 Mary Draper Ingles and others were kidnapped at their farm in Drapers Meadow
(presently the Duck Pond at Virginia Tech) by Shawnee Indians from Ohio. Tom’s Creek Valley
was on the Indian frontier. One year later, several brave families came together to form a small
community on Tom’s Creek. Famous families such as the Ingles, Drapers, McDonalds and
Harmons were the original settlers. From this small community came the roots of our Church.

In the year 2020 Blacksburg United Methodist Church is facing unprecedented challenges.
Locally, we are replacing the Senior Pastor and one Associate Pastor. Also the UMC General
Conference, the UMC Virginia Conference and the UMC Roanoke District are developing plans
to address Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,Trans-sexual, and Queer (LGBTQ) issues within the
Methodist doctrine. Therefore, we thought that rather than “revising history” (which cannot be
done accurately), we would publish a two part document that would begin with a “snapshot” of
our church in the year 2020 and then re-publish existing Church Histories for the second part.

The “snapshot” section is, and will always be, a dynamic document, ever changing as
determined by the society which we serve. BUMC has two campuses, three types of worship
services and four services each Sunday morning. We support a variety of ministries in our
local community and to Christians in settings as far-flung as Ukraine, Haiti, Dominican Republic,
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Guatemala, Liberia and Macau. You will find brief descriptions of many of the activities in which
our members are involved. If you don’t find a project involving a subject in which you have a
particular interest, ask someone about it. It may exist but is just not included here, or your
question might encourage members to get involved in something new.

We hope you will read the colorful histories of the Blacksburg United Methodist Church as
written by Ellen McDonald and published circa 1906. A later update was written by Leland Tate
in 1976 and in 1998 Jim Shockley created a version intended for use on the church website of
the time. Portions of these, plus a 2020 update, are contained in the second section of this
publication. We have also included citations for three volumes of the Smithfield Review, a
scholarly journal published by Historic Smithfield. The volumes contain information about the
history of BUMC; its former pastor, Peter Whisner; its connections to the founding of Virginia
Tech; and the beginnings of the Blacksburg African Methodist Episcopal Church. For copyright
reasons, we cannot include the actual articles here.

A special thanks to Lou Talbutt and Karen Finch for their efforts in creating and publishing this
document. Their dedication to preserving facts for future generations is noteworthy. They, in
turn, want to thank all those who contributed many of the descriptions and information contained
in the “snapshot” portion of this booklet.

William Duis and the 2020 Transition Team

The Team wishes to thank those people who helped compile this information and we apologize
in advance if we accidentally omit any names. In no particular order, these people are:

Staff members of BUMC
Richard Mitchell
Jackie Nutter
Cindy Wood
Mary Ann Cass
Lois Craig
Jennifer Cooper
Kristi Hudson
Jean Vogler
Dick Arnold  

Jeffrey Parks
Ethan Colliver
Peter Thompson
Minnis Ridenour
Phyllis Geoghagan
Jan Notter
Steve Cass
Jim Shockley
Chris Donald
Reggie Tuck
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SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Church Street Campus:

8:30 am:  This service is a traditional worship service 
in the Sanctuary.  If you would like to experience 
being welcomed to worship with a relatively small 
group of people, in a service using traditional hymns, 
this service may well be what you are searching for.  
Communion is served on the first Sunday of each 
month.

9:15-10:00 am  Fellowship with coffee and a variety 
of breakfast “snacks” in the Whisner Building.

9:45 am-10:45 am - Sunday school for children and 
adults.

11:00 am:  Our Convergence Worship Service is a combination of the traditional and the 
contemporary held in the Sanctuary.  It begins with a few minutes of contemporary “Praise 
songs”, usually accompanied by instrumental music.  As the service continues, more traditional 
hymns are included and the familiar order of service includes scripture, responsive readings, 
music by the choir and a sermon.  There is a Children’s sermon, after which very young children 
can attend “Children’s Church” in the education building.  Communion is served on the first 
Sunday of each month.  

Christian Life Center/Harding Avenue Campus:“edges”
8:30 am and 10:30am
 
Established in the fall of 2012, the 
edges community “cannot be narrowly 
defined”.  It is a “vibrant community 
composed of folks in all places of life; 
of families, retired individuals, young 
children, college students, and 
everyone in between.”

Multiple spiritual disciplines are 
included each week.  There is an opportunity for communion during each service as well as time 
for meditation and several avenues for prayer are offered.  Small group conversations lead to 
sharing with the larger group because God speaks to us through each other.  edges is best 
described as a place where the things we do in worship are focused around opening worshipers 
to what God might do with our community.  The music at edges services is contemporary and 
led by members of the edges community.  edges kids(Sunday school) is available for children.
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MUSIC MINISTRY
The Music Ministry of BUMC is under the direction of Cristin Mitchell and further information about any of 
the programs listed below can by obtained by contacting her at (cristen@blacksburgumc.org).   Our 
organist/pianist and Orchestra director is Ben Slaughter (bslaugh8@vt.edu).  Matt McHugh 
(matt@mattmchugh.net) directs the Handbell Choir.

Principal Worship Leadership Ensembles

Chancel Choir: This dedicated group of adults provides music for the 
11:00am worship service most Sundays from September to June and is the 
foundation for the Cantata Choir. Rehearsals are Wednesday from 
7:00-8:30pm in the Choir Room (Room 118). Childcare is provided free.

Worship Band: This group leads congregational worship music for our 
11am worship service in the Sanctuary at our Church St. campus. Those 
who are interested in singing or playing with the group should speak with 
Cristin.

Early Service Ensemble: These dedicated adults provide music at the 
8:30am worship service from September to June. Rehearsals are Sundays 
from 8:00-8:25am in the Choir Room (Room 118).

Complementary Choirs and Ensembles
Our Complementary Choirs and Ensembles lead in worship about once a 
month in the Fall, Winter, and Spring!

W.O.W. Children's Choir: W.O.W. (Wonders of Worship) Children's Choir is 
for children 4 years old to 4th grade. This choir includes singing, instrument playing, movement, and other 
worship arts. Rehearsals are Wednesday evenings from 5:30-6:15pm  in the choir room during the school 
year. The choir will lead in worship 2-3 times a semester at 11am worship services and the 10:30am 
edges kids gathering.

Youth Choir: Youth Choir is for youth grades 5-12. Rehearsals are Wednesday evenings from 6-7 pm in 
the Sanctuary during the school year. The Youth Choir will lead in worship once a month at our 11am 
worship services.

Cantata Choir: Can't make a long-term commitment to choir? Singing for our Cantatas are another great 
opportunity to participate for a short-term project. Rehearsals will begin Wednesdays at 7pm in the Choir 
Room and last for 45-60 minutes. 

Handbell Choir: This ensemble is for children, youth, and adults who can read music and have 
experience with handbell ringing or who want to learn. The handbell choir leads worship once a month 
during the Fall, Winter, and Spring. Rehearsals are Sundays from 7:30-8:30 pm in the Sanctuary. New 
ringers are invited!

Orchestra: The BUMC Orchestra welcomes children, youth, and adults with intermediate skill on band or 
orchestral instruments. Highlights of our year include playing for worship twice a month and for Christmas 
and Easter. Rehearsals are Sundays from 6:00-7:15pm in the Sanctuary, from September to April.

Wesley Singers: Part of the Wesley Foundation at Virginia Tech. Visit www.vtwesley.com/worship for 
details. Contact Cristen Mitchell (cristen@blacksburgumc.org).
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SPECIAL SERVICES
Lent and Easter Sunrise Service

The choir usually presents a cantata or special music 
program at some point during Lent.  Also during Lent, 
BUMC has cooperated with other Blacksburg Churches 
to have an ecumenical supper and service each 
Wednesday evening during Lent.  In 2020 that series of 
dinners had to be suspended because of the pandemic.

During Holy Week, services are held on Maunday 
Thursday and Good Friday.

In 1981 Associate Pastor Gunnar Teilmann organized 
the first BUMC Sunrise service.  It was held on “the hill” 
of the Blacksburg Town Golf Course.  The location looks 
toward the east, down into Ellett Valley, and is a perfect 
site to observe the sunrise.  The service continued to be 
held on the site every year but one, rain or shine, warm 
or cold, until the Covid19 pandemic of 2020.  From its 
inception until 2018 it was always a service planned and led by lay people.  Lay leadership 
was an important and integral part of Rev. Teilmann’s original idea for the service from 
the beginning.   

Advent and Christmas Eve

The Advent Season is, of 
course, a special time for all 
Christians.  At BUMC it has  
been a time for living Nativity 
Scenes both inside and 
outside the church building.  
There are pageants, special 
music, Angel Trees, and 
Shoebox gifts. Special 
offerings are taken to benefit 
mission projects.

On Christmas Eve an early 
service (around 6:00 pm) for 
families with children usually 
includes a program presented 
by the children and youth.  
Later in the evening a 
traditional service of carols 

and scripture is conducted.  In past years there was also a late night candlelight service.
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES
Church Street Campus

About 2005, in response to lower attendance in Sunday School classes for children, a 
committee was appointed to evaluate the approach that was being used at that time.  After 
several months of evaluation, A workshop rotation approach was begun in the fall of 2006. 
Classrooms were repainted to create a different atmosphere in rooms such as “The Garden of 
Eatin” and the “new” system was very popular for several years.  However, a shift in 
demographics (fewer families with young children) and alternative options, (edges kids) led to a 
decline in attendance at the Church Street campus.  Numbers no longer supported the 
workshop rotation system so, in the fall of 2018, a different format was adopted.  A committee 
chose the Cokesbury large group-small group curriculum materials for the elementary classes. 
The preschool class continued to use Cokesbury's classroom-based materials. The 5th and 6th 
grade class had already adopted a new curriculum, produced by Sparkhouse, a year earlier.

Children’s ministries presents a Bible to each second grader and also organizes a number of 
family events throughout the year including Trunk-or Treat (held at Harding Ave), Bring in the 
Harvest Missions Event (4th and 5th graders lead the congregation in collecting items for the 
food pantry, take a tour of the pantry, and then have lunch and go bowling), Advent Festival, 
Easter Eggstravaganza, Frog Pond Pool Party, Bible Adventure (for 2nd graders and others). 
Promotion Sunday is held at the beginning of each school year.VBS: We have 97 children 
registered this year from both campuses and around the community. We are mailing out at-
home packets and are connecting with families on our Facebook page with live stories and 
music!
 
edges kids

edges kids is a Sunday morning ministry that provides spiritual growth for children during each 
of the edges services at the Christian Life Center.  edges kids uses a Cokeesbury curriculum. 

Vacation Bible School (VBS)
 
VBS has been an important part of every 
summer at BUMC for more than 50 years.  
Children who once attended VBS have 
grown up to be teenaged assistant teachers 
then adult teachers and leaders of the 

program.  In June 2020, the pandemic may cause 
changes but 97 children from both campuses and 
around the community are registered.  At-home 
packets are being mailed out and leaders are 
connecting with families on our Facebook page with 
live stories and music!
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YOUTH MINISTRIES
Youth Sunday School

The youth Sunday school meets every Sunday, from 9:40-10:40 am, upstairs in the Education 
Building. Each week we dive into different scripture verses, play games, and talk about how 
these verses apply to our daily lives. During the summer we watch movies and do a “sticky faith” 
series where the students can write down questions or topics of discussion on sticky notes! All 
youth are welcome to join us for some yummy Carol Lee donuts and great fellowship each 
week!

Confirmation Class

Confirmation is such a special process here at BUMC that is offered for 7th grade and older 
students! Over 15 weeks students meet weekly for interactive lessons with their mentors and 
classmates during the Sunday school hour. After class, we attend the service together as a 
large group. Blacksburg UMC is so special because it offers many styles of worship! Since we 
are one church and one confirmation class, we rotate between attending the 11:00 am service 
at Church Street and the 10:30 am service at edges. Along with the classes and worship 
services, the students also complete a day service project and an overnight retreat! Due to 
Covid-19 our 2020 confirmation class felt it was best to postpone confirmation until the Spring of 
2021 and do a combined 7th-8th grade class. We are looking forward to learning what it means 
to be the hands and feet of Christ with this larger group!
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BUMC Youth Group

During the school year, youth group is held every Sunday from 4:00-6:00 pm at the Christian 
Life Center on Harding Ave. We play games, eat lots of snacks, join together for a lesson, and 
then split into small groups. Throughout the school year, we go on a few retreats, volunteer in 
the community, and have special themed youth groups! During the summer we take a break 
from our weekly meetings, but we still have some special events scattered throughout summer. 
We volunteer to help lead VBS, attend a middle school and high school mission trip, and have 
lots of bonfires and ice-cream outings! We have adjusted to virtual events and youth groups due 
to Covid-19, but we cannot wait until we can meet in-person again! Check out our website for an 
updated calendar and our weekly newsletter!
Contact: Meghan Craig (meghan@blacksburgumc.org)

Fun 143

Coordinated by our Children’s Ministries and involving school-aged children, Fun 143 is a 
church and community tutoring ministry that takes place in the Blacksburg Estates 
neighborhood.  Volunteers meet with children twice a week to help with homework and do 
reading and math tutoring. VT Wesley students facilitate the Middle and High tutoring program. 
The UMW and other groups often provide meals for the program, and many church members 
are, or have been, tutors
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ADULT MINISTRIES

Adult Sunday School Classes

MURRILL BIBLE CLASS

The Murrill Bible Class has the longest history of any adult Sunday School class at BUMC.  When 
organized in the very early years of the 20th century, the class was originally two different classes; 
one for young women and one for young men.  In the 1930’s the young women of the class began 
the Church Bazaar which eventually became a church-wide event sponsored by United Methodist 
Women until it was discontinued ca. 2013.  

As the members matured and changed their attendance patterns, the two classes 
were merged sometime in the 1980’s.  Many of its members have literally spent most 
of their lives in Christian Fellowship with each other.

The class currently meets in the small chapel near the entry to the Whisner Building 
and uses the Adult Sunday School curriculum from Cokesbury.  Leader of the group is 
Richard Mitchell

OASIS

“Oasis” is the newest of our Adult Sunday School classes.  It began forming during the 2019 
Confirmation class parents’ group meetings, which were held at the same time the confirmands 
were meeting.   Rather than a traditional Sunday School class, it is more of a fluid small group 
aimed at supporting the growth of both faith and fellowship. Taking its name from the mural painting 
in Room 210, it intends to be an Oasis for participants, a welcoming place to be refreshed on your 
journey, a refuge and pleasant contrast to our busy-ness, a time and place where all are welcome to 
stop by occasionally or regularly. 

Discussions center on the issues and challenges of everyday life using principles of Christian faith. 
Many, but not all, of the current participants are parents of tweens and teens. Contact Jackie Nutter 
(nutterdj@msn.com).
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PAIRS & SPARES

The Pairs and Spares Sunday School class was begun in the early years after World War II.  The name came 
from a desire to make sure all people, especially widows and young professionals, knew they were welcome 
to join.  This helped to distinguish the class from existing classes for couples and from those attended by only 
men or only women.  Over the last 70 years the size of the group has varied a great deal as new members 
joined, older members moved away or changed classes but always the group has been like having several 
generations of an extended family together each Sunday morning. Many members of the class have lunch 
together each Sunday after the 11:00 worship service.  The group has met on Zoom during the Covid19 crisis 
and has had the unexpected joy of being joined in these sessions by former members who no longer live in 
Blacksburg.

Over the years members of the group have broadened their focus to include not only Biblical topics but also 
Christian social action issues raised in The Social Principles of the United Methodist Church.  Members take 
turns leading discussion on a variety of topics.  Some recent topics include poverty in America, Faithful and 
Not A Silent Night by Adam Hamilton, Parables From the Backside by Kalas, United Methodists Divided by 
McConkey and the proposed rewriting of The Social Principles of the United Methodist Church.

Class members are devoted to putting Christian faith into action in the larger community.  Members of the 
class provided the original leadership to establish the Montgomery County Christmas Store in 1982.  Habitat 
for Humanity has been a major focus of class members for decades.  Members of the class were instrumental 
in buying and building the first two Habitat houses in Blacksburg.  Additionally, the class assisted in “building a 
house with music” by underwriting production costs for a series of music CD’s.  The recordings featured 
musicians from the church and succeeded in raising more than $10,000 for Habitat.   Between 2002 and 2007 
they collected several thousand textbooks and sent them to Methodist schools in Liberia.  They remain 
actively involved in the community both by volunteering with a variety of agencies/organizations and giving 
financial support to organizations such as the Christmas Store, the Interfaith Food Pantry, The Women’s 
Resource Center, Manna Ministries at the Wesley Foundation, MCEAP (Montgomery County Emergency 
Assistance Program), and Habitat for Humanity. 

 Current facilitators are Don Mullins (mullinsd@vt.edu) and June Mullins (mullinsj@vt.edu).
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KOINONIA

Welcoming people of all ages and stages to join us for fellowship and study.

The class was formed in the early 90’s by a small group of people who were looking for ways to 
reach adults who wanted a Bible study class that wasn’t bound by the quarterly lesson plan that 
most classes used.  We started with the Serendipity Bible and over the years have used a variety of 
resources, from the Journey Through The Bible series (we spent about 7 years going from Genesis 
through Revelation), single study guides such as LifeGuide’s “Apostles’ Creed”, Willamon’s “This 
We Believe” and books such as Keller’s “Counterfeit Gods”.  We are currently using McLaren’s “We 
Make the Road by Walking”; having started with Part III, we will conclude next spring with Part II.

Over the years, this class has welcomed singles, parents with young children, empty-nesters, 
elders and even the occasional college student.  Over time, the average age of members has 
advanced; most are now in their 60’s and older.  We have shared many joys over the years, and 
also sorrows, but always have supported one another, our church and our community to the best of 
our abilities.

During the Covid-19 pandemic, we have been meeting via Zoom each Sunday, from 9:30 – 10:45 
am.  Contact Cindy Wood (piglady@vt.edu)
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GUNNAR TEILMANN

The Gunner Teilmann Sunday School Class meets in the Central Conference room during the 
Sunday School hour at the Church Street campus. This class is made up of couples and singles. 
The class is named for a former pastor, Gunner Teilmann, who served as a missionary to Malaysia 
for 20 years before retiring and serving BUMC until his death in 1987.

The focus of our study is God’s word and how to live authentically in our culture. The class is led by 
class members using the The International Lesson series as well as other materials during Advent 
and Lent and summer.

The class supports a variety of mission projects: Impacto in Guatemala, Intervarsity - Andrew and 
Kaitlin Givens in Boston, and other local and regional efforts. Members enjoy potluck dinners, hikes, 
and supporting one another.

Contact Mary Ann Cass (mac4hokies99@gmail.com)
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LOGOS

The Logos Sunday School class began in the early 1980’s to meet the desire for a Biblically-
focused study with an emphasis on personal application to everyday life.  Lecture, discussion, 
question and answer are the basic formats of the class.  Class members suggest the different 
books of the Bible or topics to study.  The name, Logos, means the Word of God, and was 
suggested by one of the class members.  The class is open to all ages.

The Logos Class supports two international missions.  One is located in Kiev; the other in Macau 
with Sarah and Larry Ballew.  Closer to home, the class donates toward the Food Pantry, Fun 143, 
Angel Tree and other mission projects as the needs are made known to members of the class.  
Members are encouraged to celebrate birthdays and anniversaries by contributing to the “little white 
church.”

Several times during the year, the class members enjoy wonderful times of fellowship.  Each 
Christmas, we celebrate by having a brunch and bringing canned goods for the Food Pantry instead 
of exchanging gifts.  Potlucks in members’ homes are always fun times.  Fellowship, service, and 
prayer bind the Logos Class together in love for Christ and for one another.

During the Covid19 pandemic the Logos class has been meeting on Zoom each Sunday morning.   
Contact:  Darla Donald (dtaximom@gmail.com).
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JOURNEY

Journey is a supportive, congenial class with a mix of ages and stages.  The curriculum 
varies – Bible studies, studies by Christian authors, even occasional Christian non-fiction 
such as memoirs.  Class members rotate facilitating duties, though no one is compelled 
to facilitate if that is not their gift.  The class is discussion-based which allows for 
members to grow closer to God and each other.

Journey was begun about 2010.  Members chose the name to indicate that we are all on 
a faith journey together.  

Journey class members participate in church-wide projects.   They led the Stop Hunger 
Now effort several years ago as well as a Kentucky Derby party-themed social last 
spring.  Fundraising is through class member contributions to the church. The class 
offering goes to Ecole Philadelphia in Haiti and a “slush” fund which is used to provide 
Wesley Foundation dinners, meals to ill class/church members, contributions, or flowers 
when a member has a death in the immediate family, and other sunshine needs.

The class opens each session with prayer concerns and celebrations, which allows the 
group to share about their lives.  We have socials outside of church once or twice a year.

Journey invites any and all to our warm, welcoming class in Room 206.

Contact:  Jennifer Cooper, cooperjp91@gmail.com or 381-5854.

Bible Study
Each year several Bible study groups are organized by individuals and groups who want 
to develop a better understanding of scripture.  These ad hoc groups usually select their 
own study topics and meeting times. Special church-wide studies using a specific course 
or book are also available at times, especially during Lent and/or Advent.

15  

mailto:cooperjp91@gmail.com




ADDITIONAL EDUCATION OUTREACH
Blacksburg United Methodist Preschool
by Kristi Hudson, Director
 
In 1949, before kindergarten classes were a part of Virginia's public school program, 
individuals in the church realized the need for a kindergarten program in the area. They 
requested and received the support of the United Methodist Women to open one of the first 
kindergartens in Montgomery County that same year, under the directorship of Virginia 
Kincaid. Margaret Atkins Worley was instrumental in this early endeavor. 
 
After approximately 10 years in operation, the sponsorship of the school was assumed by 
the Church at the request of the women's organization. A Board of Directors under the 
Committee on Education was elected to oversee the operation of the school. In the early 
1970’s, knowing the state legislature had passed a law ordering public schools to offer 
kindergarten by September 1974, Mildred Elmore (Director) and Mary Kay Pulliam (BUMC 
Education Coordinator) urged the proactive step of adding preschool classes at BUMC.  
Within a few years the Kindergarten classes were phased out and the school became 
exclusively for pre-school aged children.  About this time, the acronym BUMP began to be 
used.
 
BUMP Currently
BUMP is a thriving program that serves ages 3-5 year old.  We have 8 teachers leading 5 
classes.  BUMP has an enrollment capacity of 61 students.  Our teachers bring over 50 
years of combined teaching and training experience.
 
We really strive to engage the entire family unit by hosting gatherings like Family picnics in 
the fall, Fall Feast Sing-a-long, Cookie Exchange around Christmas, classroom reading 
during Read Across America, family bubble and popsicles during Week of the Young Child, 
many field trips, and programs to showcase their talents for assemblies or to assist with 
projects around the school.  We have consistently served families from many different 
countries, such as China, Korea, Japan, Iran, Sudan, Columbia, Egypt.  Many of our 
students come to us not speaking any English and it is wonderful to watch as a new 
language emerges.
 
In conjunction with NRV Cares, we have been a host site for their parenting classes.  These 
classes are offered free to anyone in the NRV,  and are a great way for individuals to make 
connections with others in the area, especially those new to the community.
 
During Pandemic:
Though our gathering at BUMP was cut short this year, we persevered with other ways to 
engage our families from home.  Two rounds of activity bags were provided to all families 
filled with all sorts of loose materials, chalk, seeds, scavenger hunts, games, books, glue, 
crayons, stickers, paper, laminated drawing and playdoh mats, etc to help them be able to 
use their imagination from home and make creations.  Each classroom teacher sent out a 
weekly lesson plan full of suggestions of things families could do to include language, 
science, math and art activities.  Families were able to explore topics such as worms, frogs, 
birds, fairies, and teddy bear picnics to name a few.  Each class has a private facebook 
page that teachers would post daily ideas and suggestions too, based on the learning 
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concept for the week.  This was a wonderful family engagement opportunity, as families 
would post and discuss the things they were doing from home.
 
Daily, I would post a facebook live video to the BUMP page to attempt to keep things 
somewhat consistent.  Originally it started as a way to engage with students, to share an 
upbeat message, but eventually I started incorporating little projects, reading books and 
even cooking, to give families something to share or try at home.  Every Friday I hosted a 
zoom HAPPY hour where we sang and danced to songs that we used during our music 
classes at school.  I hosted 8 Happy hours and had any where from 20-30 students each 
week.  We met for 40 minutes and it was so wonderful to be able to laugh and smile with all 
those families.  We ended the year (in the pouring rain during Hurricane Arthur) by hosting a 
classroom pick up drive thru.  The teachers and I gave each student a bucket full of summer 
fun items along with all their artwork we had collected from the year.  We host an art show 
the beginning of May and so this year the teachers took pictures of all the art and we put it 
together into a virtual art show.  You can view it here: https://youtu.be/0KD29bMigfU
 
Between zoom calls, facebook posts, drive by birthday parades, recording book readings, 
virtual circle times, handwritten notes, and phone calls, as a community, we did the best we 
could to stay connected with all of our families.  It was not how any of us wanted to end the 
school year, but in the face of adversity, I am proud of our school and how we responded.
One last video was sent to the families as a “looking back on the school year”.  You may 
watch it here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x15Z7KpYaQ0&feature=youtu.be
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Bell Family Scholarship

The Steve and Betty Bell Scholarship Fund was secretly created in the couple’s honor by their 
children and was initially announced to Steve and Betty in November 2000, at the couple’s 50th 
Wedding Anniversary celebration.The Fund was established by the Bell children as a tribute to 
the couple’s loving guidance and support, and their commitment to higher education.

The Bells lived in Blacksburg for over 40 years, and during that time were active members of the 
Blacksburg United Methodist Church.  Steve and Betty always encouraged their children to join 
church activities such as choir and United Methodist Youth Fellowship.  They also strongly 
emphasized education and encouraged their children to pursue post-secondary education.
 
In addition to the Chairman of the committee, who serves as a liaison with the Bell family, a 
committee of two BUMC church members and one Bell family member review applications and 
make decisions about recipients after March 15 each year.  Church members are made aware 
of the scholarship opportunity in mid February through the church newsletter, the youth director, 
and the Wesley Foundation director.

The Bell family representative works with the BUMC treasurer relating to church contributions 
and seeing that the scholarship money is deposited with the college or university where the 
recipients will be attending.
 
The Fund has awarded $22,000 to BUMC youth and young adults between 2002 and 2020. 
Scholarship winners are actively involved with BUMC through membership, attendance while at 
college, or other similar commitment.  The criteria for awarding the scholarship include:
 

• Leadership qualities
• Religious activities
• Academic achievement
• Financial need

 Contact Jean Vogler, Committee Chairman (jeanvogler523@gmail.com)

edges Outreach

New Hope Girls is an outreach program in the Dominican Republic that promotes the growth 
and resiliency of girls and women in the local impoverished community, including those from 
unsafe and abusive backgrounds.  In June 2019, 25 members of edges spent a week in the 
Dominican Republic doing building projects and running a camp.

Harding Avenue Elementary School is very near the edges campus.  Throughout the year 
members of edges have a buddy program with students at the school.  They eat lunch with their 
buddies at certain times, help send them to summer camps, help with building projects, send 
gifts, and much more.

Adult Membership Classes

There are periodic opportunities for adults wishing to join BUMC or to learn more about 
Methodism.  These classes often involve lunch after worship and are taught by one of the 
pastors 18  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MISSIONS AND COMMUNITY OUTREACH
Interfaith Food Pantry

The Interfaith Food Pantry (IFP), was 
founded in October of 1987 to serve 
families in and around Blacksburg. Run 
entirely by volunteers, it depends on 
donations of food and cash from the 
member congregations, individuals, and 
local businesses 

In the beginning, the IFP was open only 
one day a week but “regular” hours are 
now 5 days a week. Blacksburg Baptist 
Church on Main Street hosted the IFP for 
its first 25 years.  In 2012 an entirely new 

facility was constructed on a portion of the land surrounding the BUMC Harding Avenue 
Campus.  Donations by interested members of the church and the late T. Marshall Hahn, retired 
President of Virginia Tech, provided the funds for construction.

The BUMC congregation has supported the IFP since its beginning.  Various groups within the 
church give financial support but the most consistent source of support has been the “Us Plus 
One” program.  Members are encouraged to buy one additional food item each time they shop 
for their own family then bring those “plus” items to the morning worship service on the first 
Sunday of each month.  The bags of groceries are brought to the chancel area of the sanctuary 
during the last verse of the closing hymn.  “Bring in the Harvest” is a special campaign in early 
November to secure items for the Thanksgiving holiday.  Unfortunately, because of COVID19, 
the hours of operation have been curtailed in the spring of 2020.  Supporters of the IFP are 
anxious for it to resume normal operations.

HAITI MISSIONS

BUMC has had a mission outreach to Haiti since about 2005.  The Rev. Reggie Tuck took a 
group of young people to Haiti in 2010 and, unfortunately, they were in the island nation when 
the disastrous earthquake occurred. No one in the group was injured and they were able to 
cross the border into the Dominican Republic and obtain transport home,
  
Ecole Philadelphia de Mirebalais, on the central plateau of Haiti, was established after the 
earthquake to provide education to the poorest children in the area. In 2017 funds were raised 
for the Douglas Day Computer Lab, named after the father of a BUMC member.  Blacksburg 
civic clubs have contributed support over the years.  Journey Adult Sunday School class also 
supports Ecole Philadelphia.  BUMC acts as a conduit for contributions from the local 
community.
 
Another mission effort involved a young girl from Haiti who had suffered serious burns when she 
was a toddler.  Through the efforts of Rev. Tuck and local citizens, the girl and her mother came 
to Blacksburg for surgery to restore use of her burned arm.  Medical services were donated and 
Methodist families opened their home to the two women until she was well enough to return 
home.
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Kiev Mission

• CELEBRATING 22 YEARS OF MINISTRY
• Started by hosting 6 Russian Children chaperone for two and a half weeks in the summer of 

1998
• Seventeen years of a UMC “In Mission Together” long term partnership and relationship with 

Spring of Life UMC and; Kiev UMC Center.
• Shared newsletters, spiritual life of faith, videos and; prayers
• Celebrated each other’s mission efforts; their work with Autistic children, families in need, 

Cerebral Palsy, victims of war in eastern Ukraine, Prisons, and; disabled war veterans and 
ours with Fun 140, Food Pantry, and others.

• Four BUMC mission teams (1 Pastor, and 18 lay members) have gone to Kiev, and we were 
planning another mission trip in July 2020 (six lay persons) to assist them with a children’s 
camp, but it was canceled due to Covid19.

• Four Spring of Life UMC teams have come to visit BUMC (1 Pastor and; 6 lay members), plus 
the Bishop, Supt., and 3 Missionaries have come at other times.

• Helped purchase a building for their ministry with donations from almost 300 BUMC members, 
which houses Spring of Life UMC’s congregation and the Kiev UMC Center which has a 
ministry to children and families at risk

• They have presented us with gifts of pictures, plaques and a small statue and we have taken 
them banners, health kits, and sent clothing. Their children’s artwork was used by UMW of 
BUMC to make a quilt which hangs in our education building.

• BUMC has helped fund; District evangelism events, UMC Moscow Seminary, emergency 
needs, missionaries work, purchase of a van, renovation of an apartment and children’s 
summer camps, pastors’ salaries, and other operation needs. These plus the building 
purchase add up to over $650,000.

• SKYPE sessions for Bible study and sharing and sending videos.

Guatemala 

Blacksburg United Methodist Church has 
sent a mission team to the Lake Atitlan 
region of Guatemala for a week each 
summer since 2014. We are working with 
Impacto Ministry 
(www.impactoministry.com ) in San Juan 
la Laguna and in surrounding villages.  
Our primary focus is on Impacto’s Happy 
Tummies ministry to elementary-age 
children who are struggling in school due 
to hunger.  We have helped construct a 
library for these children and have 
provided many books to help get the 
library started. We have helped with 
construction of several block houses for 
deserving, low-income families and also 
have participated in Impacto’s Abuelitos (“Little Grandparents”) ministry, their Stitches of 
Blessings ministry, and helped start their Home Visits ministry.  Home Visits are a chance for our 
mission team to fellowship with a local family in their home.  We have also led Women’s 
Christian retreats since 2016. For more information about this ministry please contact Jeff Parks 
at jparks@vt.edu.    20 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Montgomery County Christmas Store

The Montgomery County Christmas Store is a actually a store.  It 
operates for only one week a year and the shoppers “purchase” 
items of their choice with points which are awarded on the basis of 
their family size and need.  It is a cooperative effort with over 1000 volunteers representing a 
large number of religious and civic organizations throughout the county as well as student 
groups from Virginia Tech, scouting organizations, and school classes.  

In 1982 three women, two from the Pairs and Spares Sunday School class and one from the 
County Social Services office, believed strongly that Christmas should be a time of joy for 
everyone, no matter their income. With enthusiasm and energy they pulled together people from 
several organizations and made it happen.  Groups and individuals at BUMC have continued to 
be heavily involved each year since.  They have provided leadership and financial support and 
some who have moved away schedule a return trip each year to work at the Store when it is 
open.

The foundational concept of the Store is to provide individuals and families with food, clothing, 
and other life essentials but to do so in a way that respects the dignity of the recipients. The first 
year of operation the store had a budget of less than $20,000 and served 267 families. In 2018, 
a budget of over $277,000 allowed the store to serve more than 1,300 low-income families with 
dignity, privacy and abundance. The Covid19 crisis is presenting the officers and steering 
committees of the Store with extreme challenges in 2020 but they are determined the Store will 
operate in some manner, despite the challenges of social distancing and face masks.
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Top left:  A few of the bikes some lucky children 
will receive for Christmas.

Above:  Marching Virginians from Va Tech collect 
thousands of cans of food each year at Tech 
football games

Left:  Some of the members of the BUMC Shawl 
Ministry knitters.  They donate some items to the 
store each year.



Disaster Response and Home Repair Efforts
 
Beginning in October 2006, BUMC was actively involved 
in Early Response Teams for disaster response, UM 
Volunteers in Mission post-disaster rebuilds, and other 
post-disaster home repairs.  The Teams also did a few 
projects with the Redbird Annual Conference for their 
conference outreach buildings and home repair/
renovation for residents of one of the most economically 
depressed rural areas in the US.
 
The Early Response Team (ERT) members are required 
to have a background check, undergo eight hours of in-
person initial training and then recertification training 
every three years.  BUMC also coordinated numerous 
ERT training sessions for the Roanoke District, with 
participation by churches in the Danville District and a 
few other districts, hosting many of those training 
sessions, in addition to providing a couple of UMVIM 
Team Leader Training sessions.
 

Among the places served:
Mississippi, post-Hurricane Katrina, 5 trips.  Tennessee, 
two post-flood trips.  
Tennessee, Redbird Mission.  
Alabama, tornado rebuilding.  
Crisfield, Maryland Eastern Shore,  Hurricane Sandy.  
North Carolina, 4 trips for tornado and hurricane Early 
Response and rebuilding/repair.  
Virginia, tornado response in Pulaski and central southside 
area.  
Virginia/West Virginia mountains flood relief, multiple trips

In addition, the equipment trailer has been used by the VT Wesley Foundation for spring break 
mission trips.
 
In recent years, while recruitment efforts continued, the number of people who would participate 
dwindled.  BUMC has not sent groups on disaster response or repair trips for the past two 
years, although there is a core group who will respond if there is a disaster within a reasonable 
response distance.  

To Our House

This organization is an ecumenical effort to provide shelter for homeless men in the Blacksburg-
Christiansburg area, especially during the winter months.  (There are other possibilities for 
homeless and/or abused women.)  The men arrive at the host church in the late afternoon, 
brought there by volunteer drivers.  They are given a clean, warm cot in the Whisner Building in 
which to spend the night.  There are facilities for a shower, should they desire one.  The next 
morning they are provided with food or with “plastic money” to purchase food at a Kroger store 
before they leave the church.  They will spend the next night in a different house of worship.
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Scouting
Cub Scout Pack 152 Ethan Colliver, CubMaster
Troop 152 Peter Thompson, ScoutMaster
Venture Crew meets at CLC/edges
 
Cub Scout Pack 152 has been sponsored by BUMC for over 50 
years.  They meet at the Church Street campus.  Currently there 
are six dens in the pack welcoming both boys and girls from 
Kindergarten through 5th grade.  Some highlights of the Pack 
include: Annual Family Campout, Science Museum Camp-in, Annual Bike Ride, Cake-Bake, and 
Talent Show as well as the ever-popular Pinewood Derby.  Hikes, swimming, and archery round 
out the scouting year which begins in August and ends in May.  Meetings were suspended 

during the pandemic but Cubs are eager to begin 
meeting again.

The Pack is very appreciative of the years of 
association with Blacksburg United Methodist Church 
and we look forward to many more wonderful years 
of memories to come.  Families interested in learning 
more about the Pack should contact the CubMaster, 
Ethan Colliver, at 540-553-4587 or by email at 
ethan.colliver@gmail.com."

 
Boy Scout Troop 152 consists of 14 scouts ages 10 to 17 who meet on Monday nights at 7:30 
pm at the Christian Life Center on Harding Ave.  They are supported by 8 adult leaders. Our 
Troop history is long and we have a proud list of Eagle Scouts who worked through Troop 152.  
Being a smaller Troop means we have a very high retention rate and excellent Eagle rate.

 
The Troop is a high adventure troop, meaning that we 
prefer to camp, hike, canoe, mountain climb, cave, zip line 
and do things that are more challenging. Our Troop is boy 
led, which means the scouts run the meetings, run the 
Patrol Leaders Council and generally plan out the meeting 
activities as well as the trips we take.  We try to get one 
overnight trip in once every month.  As Adult Leaders, we 
guide the scout leaders and ensure safety and provide 
experience when necessary.  Our 
adult leaders have some unique 
skills and we are supported by ex-

scoutmasters for 2-3 day canoe trips in the summer on the New River.  
Adult Leaders are well trained in scouting, child safety and adhere strictly 
to our Youth Protection Training. 

The Troop is overseen by a Committee, consisting of chairperson, 
membership chairperson and finance chairperson.  The best place to see 
the current members and contact info is to go to our website 
www.troop152.us and click Contact Us link for member info.  We also keep 
adding trip photos to the Photos page at http://www.troop152.us/home/
photos  We are very grateful to be able to use the CLC as a base and we are eager to help the 
Church in any way we can during the year.  Contact Committee chair Colin Grant at (410) 
371-1856 or Scoutmaster Peter Thompson at (540) 808-9396 for more info.
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Methodist e-Academy

Post-Communist Countries

Longtime Blacksburg United Methodist Church member Minnis Ridenour, in partnership with 
leaders in Europe, Russia and the United States, founded a training program for people serving 
in ministry in post-communist countries of Europe and the Balkans. The development of the 
Methodist e-Academy allows emerging church leaders to have access to a theological 
education in preparation for service in ministry. United Methodist leaders in the United States 
are now considering this innovative program  for theological education in their own context. It 
has the potential to impact 21st century Methodism in profoundly important ways.
 
If you have more questions about this program, please contact Minnis Ridenour.

ENDOW F-TECC - Central Conferences in the Philippines, Europe, and Africa

Access to a comprehensive  theological education varies greatly for leaders across our 
connection. In Africa, Europe, and the Philippines, organized as the central conferences, access 
to education is not keeping pace with the rapid growth of the Church in those regions.
 
For those living in central conferences, receiving a theological education poses significant 
challenges including:

• Seminaries are too far away or too expensive
• Seminaries struggle to find well-trained professors and to offer library resources in 

needed languages
• Courses of Study for initial and continuing education need to be developed
• Scholarships are needed for initial and post-graduate studies

 
These barriers prevent the formal education of future pastors that could transform 
congregations around the world. In order to minister effectively and be prepared to serve as 
leaders for the challenges of the world, we must provide our leaders with the necessary tools 
and resources to be successful through education in the Wesleyan tradition. This is the mission 
of the Endowment Fund for Theological Education in the Central Conferences.
 
If you have more questions about this program, please contact Minnis Ridenour (540)951-3833)
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Blacksburg United Methodist Women
Our Purpose of United Methodist Women is the foundation and 
witness for all we do: United Methodist Women shall be a 
community of women whose purpose is to know God and to 
experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to 
develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand 
concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries 
of the church.

Our Vision sharpens and energizes the Purpose: Living the 
Vision by turning faith, hope and love into action on behalf of 
women, children and youth around the world.

Through Bible study, programs based on scripture and Christian 
witness, attending spiritual life retreats and worship 
opportunities; working on projects such as the bazaar, Attic 
Alcove. Auctions, Bake Sales, Vendors Sales, and preparing 

meals; serving for Reifsnider Receptions for funerals and 
supporting Vacation Bible School, Sunday School, the Music 
Program and Fun 143 as teachers, café/refreshment workers, 
choir members, tutors and providers of meals, BUMW members 
have been fulfilling our purpose and vision. 

BUMW supports many local ministries such as The Christmas 
Store, MCEAP, the Women’s Resource Center, Alta Mons, Kids 
Soar (COP), Henry Fork Service Center, Ferrum College and 
the Interfaith Food Pantry. Pledges and gifts are also given to 
district, conference, national and world missions through 
Rainbow Givers (recognition pins included), Candle Burning 
(given in memory of our deceased members), World Thank 
Offering (usually in November), purchase of memory cards (for 
other deceased ones), 
purchase of mission cards 
(occasional and holiday) 
and gifts to our Legacy 

Fund (to maintain designated missions). Donations to 
UMCOR (hygiene kits, school kits, disaster cleaning 
buckets, layette kits) and Days for Girls (hygiene kits to 
keep girls in school) are tools for international ministry.

Presently, 2017-2020, United Methodist Women have four 
Social Action Campaigns: Just Energy for All (being 
stewards of God’s creation), A Living Wage for All 
( advocating for legislation for a living wage for everyone), 
Interrupt the School-to-Prison Pipeline (to address the 
criminalization of children and youth of color and reduce 
racial disparities) and End Maternal Mortality (to fund, 
review and implement recommendations in hospitals and 
communities). 
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Days for Girls workshop

Making fleece Scarves for the 
Christmas Store

Bake sale at BUMW Artisans
and Vendors Sale



BUMW - continued

As Harriett Jane Olson, our General Secretary and Chief Executive Officer of United Methodist 
Women, says, “What a privilege we have to be connected United Methodist Women in this 
moment as we recognize and celebrate 150 years of mission service! Women and girls have 
joined their hearts, prayers, gifts and more than a little elbow grease to equip the potential and 
address the needs of women, children and youth around the world. We have remained 
committed to the Wesleyan way of piety matched with action, rooted in grace and empowered 
by love.”

The Holy Spirit still has work for Blacksburg United Methodist Women to do and still bestows the 
courage, creativity and persistence to accomplish it. May it always be so! (Ellen Blue, Women 
United for Change)

Home Groups and small group ministry
Home groups are an essential ministry of edges and serve as the primary place for spiritual 
formation for the community.  Home groups are also the place where many edges community 
members find their people - the people who support them with time and energy and presence 
during hard moments and the people who celebrate their happy and joyous moments in life.  At 
this point in time, families with young children are not widely participating in home groups but 
that is an area which leaders of edges hope to improve.

In other contexts, the Adult Sunday School classes function as settings for small group fellow-
ship and worship.  Many people have been in the same Sunday School class for decades and, 
as with the edges home groups, the Sunday School groups are where many find “their people.”  

Circles within the BUMW are another aspect of small group ministry and worship.  Small groups 
of women with similar interests, similar family commitments and similar schedules gather for 
study, missions and community service projects.  Some circles meet for lunch, others may meet 
in the afternoon or the evening.  

Bible study groups provide another small group opportunity.  Some groups may coalesce for 
study of a particular book or course of study.  Other groups have come together for study and 
continue from year to year, changing the focus of their study but staying together.
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Methodist potlucks, whether indoors or outdoors, 
are legendary!  BUMC is no exception!



MEMBER CARE AND HEALTH MINISTRIES

Health Closet
People in need of health care items, such as crutches, a shower chair, a wheelchair, or a 
hospital bed may be able to borrow the item temporarily from our Health Closet.  The items in 
the Closet are kept at the CLC and those in need of them may contact Donna Morgan 
(540)552-4765)for information about borrowing something.  The items have been donated to the 
closet by members and friends who no longer need them. (If you have such items you no longer 
need you might consider donating them!)

Balance/Strength/Memory Class

Since 2008 this class has been meeting each Wednesday from 10 to 11 am at the CLC to 
discuss physical changes and medications leading to falls, how to make lifestyle changes, and 
how better balance will help with daily activities. The class will learn some of the most important 
balance exercises that, with regular practice, will help participants gain confidence and stability. 
Almost anyone can do these, 
since many can be done 
seated or standing and easy 
to advanced levels will be 
shown. If there is a history of 
vertigo, or heart irregularities, 
or any physical limitations, 
please consult your care 
provider before attending this 
class. 

Please wear comfortable 
clothes, bring water, and a 
1-3 lb. weight if you can. 8 inch balls are provided and may be purchased. There are take-home 
handouts and a liability statement to sign. Jan Notter leads this class, and is a firm believer that 
the more we move, the more we can do to stimulate the mind, the more able we will remain 
when it comes to coping with aging and illness.  The class has been suspended because of the 
pandemic but will restart when conditions allow.

Stephens Ministry 

BUMC launched the Stephen Ministry program, as a replacement for our Parish Nurse program, 
on November 11, 2018. On that date the commissioning of eleven new Stephen Ministers took 
place. These eleven members have each completed 50 hours of training and are ready to begin 
providing care to those in our congregation who are going through difficult times. The eleven 
joined two other BUMC members who received Stephen Ministry training in their previous 
congregations. Steven Cass, Libby Pettigrew, and our pastor, Ralph Rowley, have each 
received training as Stephen Leaders to oversee our program.  The pandemic has caused 
certain accomodations but the team will return to normal operation as soon as possible.
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Essays
on the

History of BUMC

by Ellen McDonald, circa 1906  (page 29)

by Leland Tate, 1776
with editing for the internet by Jim Shockley 1996 (page 37) 

by Karen Finch 2020 (page 41)
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CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE HISTORY OF METHODISM
IN BLACKSBURG AND VICINITY

“Selected from records and trustworthy sources by Ellen T. McDonald”

(Ellen McDonald (1855-1927) was the great-granddaughter of Joseph McDonald and Elizabeth Ogle 
McDonald.  We believe this is the earliest local history of Methodism in the Blacksburg area.)

One difficulty in collecting any material for a history of our church lies in the fact that so few persons are 
living that know anything of its early history.  As it was not started by the Baltimore Conference, their 
writers mention nothing of it, and as it is not in the present bounds of Holston [Conference], they leave it 
off in theirs.  Hence it is most difficult to trace.

Like the greater number of our churches the appointment for preaching, for prayer meetings, and class 
meetings was at a country home; and the church in the town was built up through the instrumentality of 
the country people.

It is necessary to go back prior to the building of Blacksburg, as the “Society” was in existence for 15 
years before the town was laid out.  A few facts from the history of this section may help us better to 
understand the surroundings within which it was formed.  When the first white men came to this part of 
the state, it was known as Augusta County and often called West Augusta.  The first patent of land within 
the present limits of our county was granted to Col. James Patton in 1753.  Hence we see it was not 
settled as early as the greater part of the state.

The first settlers were men of good, old, substantial families of Scotch or Scotch-Irish descent, whose 
parents had settled in Pennsylvania, Germans from Pennsylvania also, and some English.  The Scotch-
Irish predominated.  They bought the lands of the administrators of Col. Patton, and formed the first 
settlements.  No forts, churches, or school houses had yet been built, and the country was infested by the 
hostile Indian (sic) and wild animals.  Col. Patton was the first slain by the red men, and Mrs. Ingles and 
Mrs. Barger (then spelled Barreger) were carried off.  As soon as possible, forts were built within 
convenient reach; but churches were not attempted because the people thought it safer to assemble at 
the fort or in private houses.  Private tutors were employed, as the children could not be sent from home. 
The fathers and older brothers spent much of their time in protecting their homes, for the raids of the 
Indians were so frequent; and they passed through many daring adventures.  It was not until after the 
Revolutionary War, when our sires formed the treaty with the Indians at Long Island in Tennessee and 
after the battles with them in West Virginia, Kentucky, and on [the] Ohio River (but very little of which has 
ever been recorded in history) that the settlers were entirely freed from their encroachments.  Hence, this 
was considered one     29  



of the most dangerous parts of the state to travel alone,  Guides were necessary.  The ministers came as 
they could conveniently find others to accompany them.

The valley of Tom’s Creek was settled in 1756; and at the place which became the cradle of Methodism 
for this section, there was built up quite a colony, with mills and shops which furnished employment for 
many persons.  There was a mill for grinding grain where now stands Kanode’s Mill, the linseed oil mill, 
and the powder mills, where large quantities were made for the Revolutionary and Indian Wars.  There 
were also tan yards, where government hides were dressed, and shops for the leather to be made into 
saddles, harness, shoes and boots.  Blacksmith shop where various work in that line was carried on such 
as making wrought-iron nails, screws, horse-shoes, plows, parts of wagons, and indeed almost 
everything in which iron formed a part in those days.  All that was necessary for the convenience and 
protection of the settlers was carried on.  In addition to the above the leather goods, powder and 
provisions for the armies were transported from this place.  For the western Indian wars, they were taken 
across the mountains on horses and in wagons, to the “falls of New River,” and then on boats.  It was the 
most important place at that time for quite a long distance and the one to which our first Methodist 
preachers came and sowed the seed, which yielded a good harvest.

Joseph McDonald, the owner of the mills and shops, was a “man of experimental 
and practical godliness, whose ancestors for many generations had been pious 
people.”  He was not satisfied with the preachers who occasionally came to this 
section to preach; and he was watching, with much interest, the movements of 
the Methodists.  While in Philadelphia on a visit to some relations, about the 
beginning of the Revolutionary War, he heard Francis Asbury preach and was 
much pleased with him.  Asbury promised to come to this part of Virginia but, 
because of the war, could not go to all the places he wished and did not get here 
until a society had been formed.  However, the request was not forgotten, as a 
minister from North Carolina was sent over; and it was not long until a Society 
was formed.  Green Hill is most probably the one sent.  There is some tradition 
connected with him about it, and the farm still bears his name.  Jonas 
McDonald*, then a small boy, was sent to meet him, near Abingdon, and he and 
his brother James were the first converts at this place.  

Jeremiah Lambert*, the first appointed preacher to the 
work, came in the fall of 1783.  The work progressed 
and other societies were formed.  Then two preachers 
were necessary and then an elder besides the two.  A 
preacher would be at each appointment once in two 
weeks - on Sundays sometimes, and at others during 
the week.  All of the work of the church except the 
preaching burying the dead, and performing the 
marriage ceremony, was done by the class leaders and 
circuit stewards. Local preachers were not represented 
in the societies; and the need of praise, which is justly 
due to them on some parts of the circuit as it then stood, 
must here be given to the laymen.  They visited the sick, 
read, sang, and prayed with them, conducted prayer 
meetings, led class meetings and reported to the preacher the spiritual condition of each member.  The 
prayer meetings were led by Jonas McDonald and were often seasons of gracious revivals - with deep 
convictions and true genuine conversions.  They were held at the homes of Mr. Edward Bane, John 
Robinson, Henry Linkous, Jonas McDonald, John McDonald, and occasionally others.  After the church in 
Blacksburg was built he also conducted them there. (Editor’s note:  the source of the next paragraph is 
unknown.)
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The home of Joseph and 
Elizabeth Ogle McDonald.



Jeremiah Lambert was appointed at the sessions of Conference in Baltimore 1783 to form the
Holston Circuit (then spelled Holstein).  He found in the bounds of it 60 members being persons
who had been converted through the labors of preachers who had been coming over from
North Carolina for several years.  At the next Conference in April, 1784, he reported 76 members. 

Very valuable members were received, but from 1790 to 1797 so many of them went to what is now West 
Virginia and Kentucky that very few who could be of any advantage to the church remained; but the loss 
was the gain of the church at large because those good and zealous members who had gone away made 
new homes for the preachers.  The faithful few who remained worked the more eagerly to advance

the Lord’s cause.  The same thing occurred again about 1808 or 1809 when a number of Methodist 
families moved to Tennessee, Mississippi, and Alabama.  About 1839 a great many moved to Missouri.
Permanent settlements were not made at Blacksburg as early as in the Tom’s Creek Valley.  Three 
families by the name of Ingles, Harmon, and Draper had bought land but remained there only a short 
while.  The valley took the name of Draper’s Meadows from one of them.  In 1772, Samuel Black of 
Augusta County purchased a large tract of land, upon a part of which the town and college now stand.  
His son, John, was the first permanent settler; and William, another son for who the town was named, 
came next.  As these two men are closely connected with everything relating to the early history of the 
place, something of their lives may be of interest.

The Rev. Samuel Black was of Scotch-Irish descent, born in the 
highlands of Scotland, educated for the ministry at Edinburg [sic] 
and licensed to preach by Presbytery at Glasgow, Scotland.  He 
came to America in 1735, at which time he became the first 
pastor of Brandywine Manor Presbyterian Church in Chester 
County, Pennsylvania.  John and William were well educated and 
well instructed in the doctrines of the Presbyterian Church, 
inheriting those strong and good traits of character of their 
ancestors which the demands of the time in which they lived 
helped to develop.  John Black had 700 acres of land and William 
about the same.  William gave about thirty-eight acres of land for 
the town which was laid off into lots and streets and a petition 
was sent to the “Virginia Assembly to establish said town” on it.  
“The Assembly did, in consequence of said petition, establish a 
town on the said lands by the name of Blacksburg on the 13th 
day of January, 1793.”  At the November court of the same year 
the deed was recorded at Christiansburg with Peter Wilson and Dangerfield Dobyns as witnesses.  It is 
made by William Black and Jane, his wife, to the first trustees of the town:  George Rutledge, John Black, 
James Patton Preston, Edward Rutledge, John Henderson, William Black, and John Preston.*

Lot No. 40 was assigned to the Methodists for a church, and on it Jonas McDonald placed at his own 
expense the first Methodist Church which is now the Presbyterian Parsonage.** 
____________
*Editors’ Note:  At this place in the available copy of the Ellen McDonald manuscript, the paragraph below 
has been inserted.  It is not clear who inserted it because it refers to a history by Johnson—presumably 
local historian Patricia Givens Johnson—whose work was written several decades after the death of Ellen 
McDonald.
“Here is a mistake and the same occurs in Johnson’s History of the New River Settlements.  Rev. Samuel 
Black was a great uncle, instead of the father of John and William Black who located at Blacksburg.  After 
building up the church at Brandywine he travelled as an Evangelist [sic] for the Presbyterian Church 
among the Scotch-Irish settlers in Virginia and then located in Albermarle County, Virginia, as the pastor 
of Ivy and Mountain Plains churches.  The Samuel who was the father of John and William lived in 
Beverly Manor, Augusta County, Virginia, and was a son of John Black, who was one of the very first 
settlers of Augusta County.”

**After this was written the Methodists purchased it and built on it the New Parsonage.(Inserted by 
unknown person)    31  



The Presbyterians held their services also in the church’ and the two had their Sunday School, selecting 
teachers from each one until about 1830.  The two churches grew up like twin sisters.  Each was strong in 
her own belief but charitable and considerate for each other.  By this time the Presbyterians had built a 
church of their own.  The Methodist was now too small for its congregations, and it was deemed best to 
build a larger one.  The deed for the lot, however, had not been made; and it was thought best to sell half 
of it.  Accordingly, one-half was deeded to the Trustees of the Methodist meeting house who were Jonas 
McDonald, John Robinson, John Bell, John Helms, Asa Hall, Moses Beaver and Philip Haymaker, by the 
trustees to William J. Barger who sold to Ben Somerfield.  The second log building was put up and 
remained until after 1839.  The size of the congregation had been increasing and at quarterly meetings 
the Presiding Elder stood in the door to preach and more of the people had to remain outside than 
could.get in.  It was then decided to build a brick church.  The second log one was taken down and the 
new church was built about 1846“

Circuits Of Which It Was A Part

The work was begun by the Holston (then spelled Holstein) preachers long before there was any division 
into conferences, and extended eastwardly through Botetourt County.  It was first a part of the Holston 
circuit, but in 1788 there was a change, and from that time it formed a part of New River Circuit for many 
years.  Rev. J.E. Armstrong thinks it continued as such until the formation of the Christiansburg Circuit (in 
1827); but as there were some changes in 1803 and 1807 which may have affected it, that point is left to 
be decided.*  From the Holston records New River circuit was formed in 1788, but Mr. Armstrong says the 
General Minutes record it as 1786.  In 1801 New River Circuit formed a part of what was called for that 
year “The Kentucky District,” but the next year it was placed in the “Holstein District of the Western 
Conference,” and so remained until its transfer to the Baltimore Conference in 1808, in the Greenbrier 
District, with George E. Light as preacher.  It then remained a part of the Baltimore Conference until 1821.  
The General Conference of 1820 transferred it to Holston.  In 1824 the boundary of the Holston 
Conference was settled and New River has since been the line between the two.

In 1827, the Christiansburg Circuit was formed.  It embraced what are now the counties of Montgomery, 
Roanoke, Giles, and Floyd and was a part of Rockingham District until 1850 when it went into the 
Lewisburg District, where it again remained until 1857 when it became a part of Roanoke District.  Parts 
of the Christiansburg Circuit were cut off at different times.  We do not know the date Roanoke County 
was detached, but the Conference of 1844 divided the circuit and left off Floyd and Giles, possibly 
Roanoke also, if it had not previously done so.  Then the circuit embraced the different appointments in 
Montgomery County until 1859, when the Blacksburg Station was formed by the annual conference, the 
following note of which is to be found on our records:

“Rise of Blacksburg Station

On the   (sic)      day of    (sic)      1858 the appointments composing a portion of Christiansburg Circuit, 
being convinced that a more systematic arrangement of the work would greatly facilitate the programs of 
Methodism and being satisfied that under the circuit plan such arrangements could not be made as would 
meet the wants of the several appointments, applied to the Baltimore Annual Conference at its session 
held in the town of Lewisburg in March 1859, for a division of the circuit, which was accordingly granted 
and the appointment of Blacksburg and Trinity form what is called Blacksburg Station.”

These years of Christiansburg Circuit had been marked by some very important events in which the 
different churches took part:  notably the building of parsonages and churches.  The first parsonage for 
the circuit was in Christiansburg; in 1828 they began a church in Christiansburg;  1830 the second one in 
Blacksburg;  1835 the Rockingham District Parsonage;  1838 a church at Newport;  1839 at Jacksonville;  
1846 Third Church at Blacksburg; 1849, a parsonage for circuit at Blacksburg bought; 1851 begun church 
at McDonald’s Mill, and 1852 at Trinity.
__________
*Later investigation showed that the work was a part of Botetourt Circuit from 1808 to 1827. (Inserted by 
unknown person.) 
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The building committee of Trinity were George Earheart, A. Earheart and Lewis Jennell.  The Committee 
to make the estimate for the third church in Blacksburg, appointed in 1839, were Archibald 
Goodykoontz,Samuel Myers, John Spickard, Robert Payne, and R. T. Preston.  (other committees not on 
record.) David Dyerle built the church.

Another very important event was the building of Olin and Preston Institute as it was first called.  The last 
few years it was in operation the name was reversed and written Preston and Olin.  The members of the 
Methodist Church and citizens contributed the money for it.  The church selected the name of Olin for the 
first president of Randolph Macon, and the citizens’ interest was named for Col. William Ballard Preston, 
prominent in political circles.  W. E. White is given as the principal in the official list of church records for 
1854.  In 1859 it was under the care of Gilmore and Smith.  Then Mr. McNeece (how spelled?)[sic] and 
Rev. Mr. Graham taught there.  It was closed during war and reopened by Dr. P. H. Whisner in Sept. 
1868.  He was its successful, able president three years.  Maj. Ballard, Messers. Moorman and Norris
were professors.  The fourth year Capt. T. N. Conrad was President.  In 1872 it was turned over to the 
Virginia A. and M. College, in accordance with previous arrangements.

Parsonages

At first there was no parsonage, buy for more than forty years Green Hill was the home for the two 
preachers and for The Elder [sic] on this part of the work; and after the first parsonage for the circuit was 
built in  Christiansburg, it was still their home when on this side until 1847 when a house in Blacksburg 
was rented, October 7, 1849, the money for the first parsonage in Blacksburg was paid, $425.75, of which 
amount John Wall paid on his own responsibility $235.75 and secured the house.  A great deal of 
repairing was done and then the money was collected to buy the furniture.  The parsonage was bought 
from H. D. Wade December 29, 1871 for $950.00 and the old parsonage sold to Rev. M. Hawley for 
$700.00, B. R. Linkous and Floyd McDonald were committee to procure the residue.  This parsonage was 
repaired:  E. F. McDonald and W. F. Kern committee.

The committee that raised the money and paid off the indebtedness on the District parsonage was James 
M. Evans, C. H. Miller, George Earheart, H. Black, Thomas Evans, Floyd McDonald, John McDonald, 
James Preston, B. R. Linkous and W. W. Ballard.

May 9, 1874, a committee composed of H. Black, J. W. C. Davis, and Floyd McDonald was appointed to 
confer with a committee from Christiansburg, with regard to the latter’s parsonage claim.  In 1875 Rev. B. 
F. Ball, Kern, and Linkous were appointed as a committee to dispose of parsonage lot.  In 1877 
parsonage recovered:  E. F. McDonald and J. B. Lancaster committee.  The third parsonage was bought 
in 1882; Committee A. E. Bradenbaugh, Dr. H. Black, Mike Kipps, Henry Earheart, James M. Evans and 
John L. Eakin.  Some repairing was also done on the churches, Trinity in 1874; Committee J. M. Evans, 
William Heslip and Grief Miller.  In 1877 the church at Blacksburg was repaired and again in 1889.  in 
1860 the M. E. Church claimed our church property.  Dr. Harvey Black was sent to the convention which 
met in Staunton as our delegate.

In 1872, Blacksburg and Christiansburg united their work temporarily under one pastor Rev. Williamson 
Harris, to enable the latter place to arrange for building their parsonage.  The committee from Blacksburg 
that conferred with the one from Christiansburg and made the arrangement were T. R. Evans, Grief Miller, 
and J. A. McDonald.  The Committee that met the one from Christiansburg and settled the claim for the 
two when the year had expired were B. R. Linkous, C. H. Miller, E. F. McDonald and W. F. Kern.

[Camp Meetings]
 

Camp meetings, which were held here very early, were first at Green Hill until 1826.  They were then 
moved to Taylors Springs (now Yellow Sulphur).  Occasionally they were held at other places;  one in 
1807 at Blacksburg; 1828 on the South Fork of Roanoke, near Thomas Barnett’s; 1832, near Little River; 
1833 and 1835 at Preston’s Camp Ground.  In 1836 there was no camp meeting and in 1842 one near 
Lafayette.  At Green Hill the grounds were well suited for the purpose.  The ground gradually sloped, and
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 the seats were arranged upon it so that each one 
was just enough higher than the one in front of it to 
give a good view.  It was all in woods, but four very 
beautiful large spreading oaks formed the corners 
for the Preacher’s stand.  There were many tents.  
One of the converts, when an old man, gave a 
description of it and his conversion thereHe kneeled 
at the stand, feeling very much disheartened; all 
was gloomy to him, but he arose rejoicing as the 
sun was sinking in the west and lighting up the 
whole camp ground in a flood of unusual light; each 
head seemed to have a halo of light around it.

At Taylors Springs cottages had been put up which 
were rented to visitors during the summer; but by the 
last of August, the time of holding camp meetings, they were vacated.  These could very conveniently be 
rented.  All the camp meetings were attended by large concourses of people, and many came long 
distances.  The preachers, from the bishops down, attended and many able and powerful sermons were 
delivered.

The first society that our records show was formed July 30, 1831.  It was The Bible and Sunday School 
Society Auxiliary to the parent Society at N. Y. with the following officers:  Charles B. Tippett, P. E. 
President;  Jacob McEnally, 1st Vice President; Richard Buckingham, 2nd; John Hank, secretary; Jonas 
McDonald, treasurer; with George Godby, John Robinson, Moses Beaver, Jacob Douthat, Hugh Kent, 
John Scott, and James Redpath managers.  The object of this society is to procure Bibles and Sabbath 
School books at the best rates from the Methodist Book Room at N. Y.; to supply the Sabbath Schools 
that now are, or may hereafter be established within the bounds of this circuit; also to furnish the poor and 
destitute with the Holy Bible.  To establish a Sabbath School at each appointment.  The fee for 
membership was fifty cents; under 16 years, half-price.  Life membership $5.00.

There was a ladies Sewing Society about 1840 with Mrs. Mary Preston, President.  

[The] 24th of May 1851:  “It was agreed that a missionary Board should be constituted for the better 
carrying on of the Missionary course, whereupon Eldred R. Anderson, Floyd McDonald, W. A. Wade, 
William Turner, George Williamson, and John Rumburg were appointed.”  A missionary society was 
formed, and a good many were life members.  Next women were added to the missionary board.  They 
were Mrs. Charlotte Wade, Miss Mary McDonald, Mrs. Earheart, Mrs. Miller, and Mrs. Turner.  The church 
had always warmly advocated the Temperance cause.  At Blacksburg there was Division No. 172 Sons of 
Temperance with the following officers:  Alexander Black, Harvey Black, Floyd McDonald, and George 
Faulconer.  This was in operation a long time.  The different denominations were interested in it.  The 
young men made public addresses on the subject, and the women went to hear them and helped to keep 
up the interest.

The Mite Society begun [sic] about 1872.

The auxiliary of the Women’s Missionary Society organized at Blacksburg in 1878; and when Mrs. Juliana 
Hays organized the conference Society at Salem the next spring, it and the one at Fincastle were the only 
two auxiliaries.  One was formed for Salem to have the three necessary to form the conference society.

Quarterly Meetings
 
Two of the earliest places for holding quarterly meetings were “Page’s Meeting House”(two miles west of 
Pepper’s Ferry) and Green Hill.  Blacksburg, after 1798, was also one.  From 1827 Blacksburg and 
Christiansburg hosted them alternately,  except that one was always held at the camp meeting.  Quarterly 
meeting was considered by the Methodists and citizens generally as a very important event.  They 
prepared for it and expected visitors and entertained them when they came.  All the church officials were 
expected to be there, and a great many members of the church from all parts of the circuit.  As there was
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always a very large crowd of Methodists, many others were attracted also.  It usually began with a 
sermon Friday night from the Presiding Elder, with services Saturday morning and night; on Sunday were 
the Lovefeast, Class meeting Sunday School and two sermons;  Monday morning featured communion 
and generally the best sermon of all.  At one quarterly meeting for each place, the preachers and people 
remained and held a protracted meeting;  but at all quarterly meetings special efforts were put forth to 
reach the unconverted, and they were invited to come forward.

The 25th of October, 1839, was observed as the Centenary of Methodism, with addresses at principal 
appointments and collections amounting to $328.87.

The Singing

The singing in the church was first without any regular choir, but it was much better than people now 
suppose it was.  The singing schools, in which vocal music was taught by note without the use of any 
instrument, were well patronized, and those who had any voice at all would generally try to learn.  When 
the people met for any church service they came, not as we would say at the ringing of the bell, but at the 
blowing of the horn; and about a half hour was spent in singing the songs used in the churches.  The 
people gathered into the church to sing, or at least hear, the music; and when the preacher arrived, he 
found them in a good frame of mind, ready for the services.  The earliest leaders we have any account of 
were Jonas McDonald and John Robinson, Rev. John Hank (a great singer) during the years he lived in 
Blacksburg as a local preacher, the Misses Robinson, Misses Ronald, and others.  They would even then 
have some solos sometimes.  We have heard of one which a Miss Ronald sang at a quarterly meeting, 
“The Chariot,” which was considered excellent.  The first regular choir consisted of John B. Helm, W. H. 
Dawson, F. F. McDonald, Robert Dawson, Mrs. Mary Black, Mrs. Floyd McDonald, Mrs. Lancaster, Misses 
Susan and Mary Spickard, Miss Maggie Wingard (I do not know that the spelling of this last name is 
correct) [sic].

In 1873, the Estey Organ was bought for which $200.00 was paid.  Miss Alice Harris, daughter of the 
pastor, was the first organist.

One of the first Methodists in Blacksburg was Daniel Helm, a tailor, who made the suits for the members, 
cut in the regular Methodist style.  He was very hospitable and the preachers loved to dine with him.  
Also, Mrs. Elizabeth Meade, a very valuable Sunday School worker.  A history of our church would not be 
complete without some mention of Adam Croy, the very faithful, efficient sexton from 1833 to July 1861.  
His home was near the church’ and both there and at the church, he left nothing undone that could add to 
the comfort of the people.  Everything must be in perfect order.  Woe to the dog that came into the church, 
or the person inclined in any way to disturb the worship.  He was constantly watching, and he moved 
quietly about the church in his pumps (a kind of slipper) snuffing the candles.

The lights used in the first church were “dipped” candles, but later they were moulded in frames which 
were considered a great invention, make the labor much less.  However, they did not give as bright and 
clear  a light, but this lack was remedied by having more of them.  Candlesticks were fastened to all the 
pillars window frames, and pulpit, and a chandelier of them was formed in the center.  The candles were 
moulded by Mrs. Croy.  Later, lamps filled with lard were used, then the oil lamps.

The second church was built with the steps to the galleries on the outside.  One of the windows upstairs 
was in the end.  The sexton would open it, put out his horn, and blow loud and long.  Those who 
remember it say it was heard much further than our church bell.  He kept his clock in exact time by his 
sun mark, and neither preacher nor people could induce him to blow the horn a minute earlier or later 
than the right time.

Editor’s note:  At this point Ms McDonald begins an extensive list of former Pastors, Elders, Sunday 
School Superintendents, and Class Leaders.  Believing the names of these long-dead Methodist leaders, 
while important for the historical record, are of limited interest to the general reader, we have elected not 
to include the list in this publication.  They are available elsewhere, most notably in the Special Collection 
of Virginia Tech Library.  The following paragraphs have been appended to the very end of Ms 
McDonald’s essay.  Though the author is identified, we do not know who added them to this document.
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Written by Rev. W. H H. Joyce

The new church enterprise was projected during the pastorate of Rev. W. D. Keene, brought to a practical 
issue during that of Rev. R. L. Fultz, and consummated during that of Rev. W. H. H. Joyce.  Mr. Joyce was 
appointed pastor of Blacksburg charge at the conference which met in Cumberland, Md., March 1906.  
After his arrival two services were held in the old church built in 1846.  The last being on Sunday, April 24.  
On the next day the demolishment of the old structure began.  The congregation moved to the Old 
Gymnasium on the campus where services were held until October 20, 1907.  The corner stone was laid 
with Masonic ceremonies, conducted by Hunter’s Lodge  A. F. and A. M - Prof. Chas. Vawter, W. M., 
October 30, 1906.

On June    [sic] 1906, the congregation decided by unanimous vote that the new building should be 
known as the “Whisner Memorial” church in honor of Rev. P. H. Whisner, D.D., who died the previous 
April.  The house was formally opened for Divine Worship on Sunday Oct. 27, 1907.  Bishop E. E. Hoss 
being present and preaching morning and evening.

The memorial tablet to Dr. Whisner was donated by Mrs. Jno. [sic] G. Cress of Chicago, and was unveiled 
with appropriate services on Sunday, March 7, 1909

Organ cost $759.00, tablet to Dr. Whisner $80.00; memorial windows $1,990.00.  Including above, the 
church cost $19, 848.66.
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Some History of Methodism in the Blacksburg, Virginia Area
Since 1776 and Extended Connections

by Leland Burdine Tate (1905-1999)

(Dr. Tate was a professor of Sociology at Virginia Tech for more than 25 years.  A lifelong student of 
genealogy as well as his academic discipline, he compiled this document, relying heavily on the Ellen 
McDonald document for the first part of it, for the BUMC participation in the celebration of the United 
States Bicentennial.)  

The Methodist Church on Church Street in Blacksburg, which has more than a thousand members and 
many University students attending its Sunday Services, has a relatively long history in our area.  
According to local McDonald family traditions and records, it extends back to 1776 as an influence by 
Francis Asbury in the life of Joseph McDonald and his family, and back to 1783 as a local Methodist 
Society started in the McDonald’s country home.  So, as an influence, it is a bit older than Montgomery 
County authorized in 1776 and organized in January 1777, and as an organization, it is older than the 
town of Blacksburg established in 1798, and nearly nine decades older than “Virginia Tech,’ or Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute and State University, which local Methodists helped to start in 1872 as the Virginia 
Agricultural and Mechanical College.

The traditional story told by Miss Ellen McDonald and Hamilton Wade several years ago says in part, 
Joseph McDonald of Tom’s Creek made a trip to Philadelphia in 1776, and while there heard a sermon by 
Francis Asbury, a young Methodist missionary from England.  McDonald was so impressed that he asked 
Asbury to come here and bring Methodism to his people.  The Revolutionary War delayed Asbury’s visit, 
but some time later he sent to Joseph McDonald’s farm home, where Mr. and Mrs. Richard McDonald 
now live, his good friend, William Green Hill of Louisburg, North Carolina, in whose home Asbury held 
later his first Annual Conference as a Methodist Bishop.  Hence, a man named Green Hill, farmer, patriot, 
part-time minister, N.C. Official, officer in the struggle for American Independence, and ancestor of retired 
Prof. George Preston Frazer of Virginia Tech, is credited with bringing organized Methodism to the 
Blacksburg area in 1783 where a Methodist Society was established in the Joseph McDonald home.  It 
continued to meet there until the Town of Blacksburg was established in 1798 on land given by William 
Black, and Mr. Black assigned Lot 40 for a Methodist Church.

On or adjoining this site, one block east of Main Street, and near the 
center of town, have been erected five successive sanctuaries as 
needs and values evolved.  The first was a small log building 
constructed in 1798, and paid for mainly by Jonas McDonald, son of 
Joseph, and one of the first local converts to Methodism.  The second 
was a larger log building constructed in 1825.  The third was an 
attractive brick building with balconies constructed in 1840, but in time 
considered too small for the growing congregation.  It was similar to a 
church still used in the Town of Fincastle.  The fourth was the Whisner 
Memorial building of 1906, odd in shape and construction but still used 
with some modification for a fellowship hall and other purposes. 

The fifth is our present inspiring sanctuary completed in 1955, and large 
enough to seat 700 persons.  Its cost with adjoining chapel, offices, choir and coat and rest rooms, and a 
custom-built organ totaled over $220,000 at a time when charges for construction and equipment were 
much less than today.  The architect was Stafford Efford of Richmond, a graduate of Virginia Tech, and 
some of the Church officials were:  M. Chick Wilkerson, minister, Leland B. Tate, chairman of the board, 
Robert A. Davis, minister to students, Edward W. Mundie, lay leader, Harry W. Sanders, chairman of 
plans and construction, Jim D. Gray, chairman of the building fund committee, and John C. Martin, 
treasurer of the building fund.

Numerous persons in and out of Blacksburg helped in planning and financing our present sanctuary, 
thousands have used it as a place of worship during the past twenty-one years, and many have been 
inspired by its beauty and usefulness.  As chairman of the board during its late planning stages,
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construction, and consecration, the writer heard and received numerous favorable comments.  Bishop 
Paul Garber in a letter for a brochure I prepared with his warm approval, said “You have shown wisdom in 
planning a beautiful and worshipful church,; and later in another letter he wrote, “It was one of the nicest 
experiences of my life to participate in the consecration service.”  
Hunter Mabry, then a student in Sociology and president of the 
Wesley Foundation and now an educational missionary in India, said 
at the consecration service, “We of the Wesley Foundation as 
college students shall view this church as a wonderful place to 
worship, as a stronger link with our home churches, and as a 
manifestation of your Christian spirit and concern for others.”  Our 
“concern for others” including the many Methodist students at 
Virginia Tech, was one of the reasons we built the new sanctuary, 
and one of the reasons the writer worked diligently with the help of 
others, and obtained over ninety thousand dollars in financial aid for 
the building project from Virginia Methodist Conference funds and 
various persons in the State.  Our Bishop, Paul Garber, and many 
ministers and laymen were wonderful with their strong and 
enthusiastic support.

Special work with students extends back to 1851 when local Methodists were leaders in starting a school 
in Blacksburg called Olin and Preston Institute and later Preston and Olin.  It was named in honor of 
Stephen Olin, first president of Randolph-Macon College, and a local citizen, Ballard Preston, or three 
generations of local Prestons all prominent in State affairs.  The school property included five acres of 
land and a three-story brick building located on what is now the eastern end of the Virginia Tech campus.  
The school was open for a few years before the Civil War, closed temporarily during the War, and 
reopened with the Rev. Peter H. Whisner, local Methodist minister as president, and Dr. “Harvy” Black 
[sic] local physician and Methodist layman as its school-board chairman.

When in 1872, Virginia’s legislature became dead-locked over what to do with its available United States 
land-grant aid for an agricultural and mechanical college, Mr. Whisner read about it in a Richmond 
newspaper and proposed to Dr. Black that their school be offered to the State as an inducement to get the 
college located here.  Dr. Black liked the idea, promoted it with his board and members of the Legislature, 
and the proposal plus $20,000 from Montgomery County, helped to get Virginia Tech established in our 
community.  Dr. Black became one of the first officials of the new college, and the first chairman of its 
board, and the three-story building on the land of Preston and Olin Institute deeded to the college 
trustees, became Virginia Tech’s first facility for staff and students.  So, the small Methodist school 
became a beginning part of the present university in Blacksburg with over 18,000 students.

The giving of Preston and Olin Institute to help start a State 
school here has resulted in many more Methodists being 
partly educated in Blacksburg.  For example, about thirty 
percent of the Virginia Tech students were Methodists in 
the 1940’s.  It was during this decade that plans were made 
to do more for the students through expanded campus 
ministry services.  A house with lot north of our Whisner 
building was purchased and renovated for a student center, 
and Beverly Felty came here as the first in a series of 
student ministers and Wesley Foundation directors.  Later 
the student center house was moved around our Whisner 
building to Lee Street to provide space for our new 

sanctuary, but continued as the student center until the more modern and much larger Wesley Foundation 
Building was constructed in 1963, three blocks southwest near the Virginia Tech campus.  This building 
with equipment and furnishings cost of $200,000, and was financed mainly with Virginia Methodist 
Conference funds from the Seven Million Dollar Campaign for Education, but local Methodists advanced 
funds to purchase the site, and have supported the student program generously since its beginning.  The 
student ministers and Wesley Foundation directors since the 1940’s have been Beverly Felty, 
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Leighton Harrell, Jr., Gilbert Cofer, Robert Davis, John Coffey, Herbert Davis, James Cook, and L. Glenn 
Tyndall.  Now in 1976, Beverly Felty is Danville District Superintendent, Robert Davis is President of 
Brenard [sic] College in North Carolina and President-Elect of Florida Southern College in Lakeland, 
Florida, and John Coffey is Director of Campus Ministry for all our Virginia Methodist Conference area 
with headquarters in Richmond.

[Editor’s note:  At this point Dr. Tate begins a lengthy list and description of ministers that had served 
BUMC,  choosing some of the more notable personages.  As with the lists of Ms McDonald, we have 
elected not to include this material here because it is available elsewhere.  Dr. Tate then continues with 
additional historical material as written below.]

Hazy records show our church has been part of numerous administrative areas and organizations 
including the Holston, New River, and Christiansburg Circuits; the Holston, Rockingham, Lewisburg and 
Roanoke Districts, the Western, Holston, Baltimore and Virginia Conferences.  Also following a division of 
churches over pre-Civil War issues, our church was a Southern or “Methodist Church, South” until reunion 
in 1939.  Now it is officially a “United Methodist Church,” since the United Brethren* and Methodists 
became one religious body in 1968.

Classes for religious instruction were a part of early Methodism in our area as elsewhere.  And the class 
leaders were teachers as well as assistants to the circuit riders in looking after the welfare of members 
and promoting Christian ideas and practice, such as done by many lay persons of our time.  The first 
classes were held in country homes, and later held in the Methodist buildings in town.  “Until the 
Presbyterians had a building of their own about 1820, both Methodists and Presbyterians used the 
Methodist building for their worship services and Sunday Schools with teachers from each congregation.  
The two grew up like twin sisters, each strong in her own belief, but charitable and considerate for each 
other.”  From long association with both I see this good will still prevailing among local Methodists and 
Presbyterians and persons of other denominations.  As a teacher of Sociology at Virginia Tech for a third 
of a century I led numerous students to the town churches for our class sessions on the structure and 
functioning of religious organizations and institutions, and always found a spirit of cooperation and good 
will; and I’ve observed it time and time again in other situations.

From the 1930’s to the 1960’s most of our Methodist Sunday School classes were held in the Whisner 
building and a former home nearby called the Annex.  The former student-center house became available 
in 1949, and the chapel adjoining our present sanctuary became available in 1955.  Now the former 
“Annex” and the former “Wesley Foundation house” are gone, and where they stood is an attractive and 
useful Education Building completed in 1965 at a cost of over $200,000, all of which will be paid by 
November 1976.

The Education Building (near two church parking lots) has 
rooms for many miscellaneous meetings, an office for our 
Minister’s Associate (Mrs. Mary K. Pulliam), rooms for most 
Sunday School classes, and nurseries needed during 
Church services, rooms for week-day kindergarten with 
seven teachers and an office for its director (Mrs. Frank 
Ellmore), and space for a library.  So this building is a very 
useful and much-needed building.  Only three blocks away 
is the present Wesley Foundation Building, in part a 
community center for various activities, as well as the 
Wesley Foundation program with a budget of over $20,000  
per year.  And only a little more distant is the present 
parsonage for our minister (William D. Laughlin, Jr.) 
located at 604 Preston Avenue.  This parsonage is a two-story brick house valued at $44,000, and quite a 
contrast to earlier homes for local ministers.  In fact, there wasn’t a local parsonage for forty years or 
more.  The circuit riders stayed in the homes of their members, and especially at the McDonald’s.
__________
* Dr. Tate was in error here.  The name of the church which merged with the Methodist in 1968 was the 

Evangelical United Brethren Church.
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Beyond Blacksburg are numerous persons, things and services which our church members help to 
support as connectional associates of world-wide Methodism, such as district, conference, and other 
administrators, schools, colleges and universities, homes for children and the elderly, camps and 
conference centers, etc.  For more specific examples:  less than twenty miles away in Montgomery 
County south of Shawsville, is our Roanoke District Methodist camp and conference center called “Alta 
Mons,’ which is a “little Switzerland’ with some 700 acres of land and several facilities for camp and 
conference activities and wholesome recreation;  in Richmond is a Methodist home for children;  in 
Roanoke and other places are Methodist homes for the elderly; and in several localities are Methodist 
colleges, such as Ferrum, southwest of Roanoke, Randolph Macon at Ashland, Shenandoah at 
Winchester, and Virginia Wesleyan near Norfolk.  In Richmond at 4016 West Broad Street is a Methodist 
building used as Headquarters for all of the Virginia Methodist Conference area activities from New River 
to the Atlantic side of “the Eastern shore” beyond the Potomac.

West of New River is the Methodist Holston Conference area, with Emory and Henry College, ten miles 
east of Abingdon, the Asbury Acres Home for elderly persons at Maryville, Tennessee etc., and beyond it 
are nearly a hundred more Methodist Conference areas with churches and other facilities to serve people.

If Francis Asbury, as a young Methodist missionary of the 1770’s, and as the first Methodist Bishop, 
1784-1816, could come back and see what Methodists have wrought in our area since his sermon in 
1776 influenced Joseph McDonald of Tom’s Creek, he would be astonished and amazed!  He was a great 
believer in Americans, and was the most widely traveled American resident of his time but doubtless he 
could not foresee here a Methodist Church with members numbering more than a thousand person, with 
property worth more than a million dollars, and with a program of worship, education, Christian action and 
outreach requiring a budget of more than $100,00 per year.  Nor could he foresee here a large university 
partly founded by Methodists, and the present Wesley Foundation

The last page of this booklet lists the sources Dr. Tate used in his research and writing
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TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTY YEARS—-ALMOST
An Attempt to Update the History of Blacksburg United Methodist Church

by Karen Spicer Finch

“A small body of determined spirits fired by an unquenchable faith in their
mission can alter the course of history.” Mahatma Ghandi

In a very real sense, the very existence of Blacksburg United Methodist Church is proof of these words 
from Ghandi.  In the beginning, Joseph McDonald, a single man who happened to be visiting relatives in 
Pennsylvania, heard a young Englishman preach about Methodism.  McDonald was so impressed with 
what he heard from Francis Asbury, he asked him to visit his home in Southwest Virginia.  The preceding 
pages of this booklet tell how the faith of McDonald and his family, his friends, and his neighbors, built this 
church.  The church they built has altered the history of this area and it continues to do so.

As shown in the document by Dr. Leland Tate which begins on page 37 of this publication, in 1976 BUMC, 
under the leadership of Rev. William Laughlin, was actively involved in the celebration of the bicentennial 
of the United States.  For members of this church, that was a prelude to our own bicentennial celebration 
in 1783.   Between 1976 and 1983, several changes had taken place on the corner of Church and Lee 
Streets in Blacksburg.  Some small rental property buildings behind the church, were sold so the parking 
lot could be enlarged.  Perhaps most important, a new minister had been assigned by the Virginia 
Conference.  

Dr. Carl Douglass came to Blacksburg with a reputation as a Bible scholar 
because he had been teaching a televised Bible study produced by a 
Richmond television station for several years.  He was also known as an 
outstanding speaker and it wasn’t long before attendance at the morning 
worship services began to grow.  It was common for ushers to need to add 
extra chairs in front of the pews and down the aisles of the 700 seat 
sanctuary after Dr. Douglas arrived.

The increase in attendance also led to the appointment of the first 
Associate Pastor for BUMC, Rev. Gunnar Teilmann. He and his wife, 
Blacksburg native Wava Hale Teilmann, 

had been missionaries in Malaysia.  Their retirement came at a 
fortuitous time for BUMC.  The two pastors formed a strong working 
partnership.  It was Rev. Teilmann who organized the BUMC 
Bicentennial celebration in 1983, arranging for the congregation to have 
a “camp meeting” on the McDonald Farm where the very first Methodist 
meeting had been held in 1783.   

It was also Rev. Teilmann who 
organized the  first Sunrise Service 
for BUMC.  The service was held on 
“the hill” of the town golf course.  
The second or third year after the 
service was begun, it rained and 

Rev. Teilmann decided it should be moved indoors to the Whisner Building.  So many people were 
disappointed by the move that he declared the move a huge mistake and it has always been on the hill 
since then.

41  

1983



The increase in attendance during the tenure of Dr. Douglass also brought about a momentous decision 
for the congregation.  In the 1950’s, and 1960’s the Sanctuary and Education Building had been built on 
either side of the Whisner Building.  At that time destruction of the Whisner Building and construction of a 
new Fellowship Hall had been envisioned.  About 1985, when discussions about going ahead with this 
idea began, the majority of the congregation no 
longer favored the idea.  The sentiment was to keep 
the historic building and modify it to meet the needs 
of the congregation.. To that end, construction on an 
addition to better connect the three structures and 
enlarge available space was undertaken.  The new 
construction contained space for pastoral offices, 
the office of the church secretary, a welcoming 
lobby area, enlarged restrooms and a modernized 
kitchen.  At the same time, modifications were made 
to the ceiling of the Whisner Building to improve the 
acoustics in the room.  A wider passageway to 
connect the three buildings was constructed which 
removed a short, unsafe set of steps and allowed 
the addition of a new, welcoming entrance from the 
”back” or parking lot side of the facility.

Another change in the physical plant was the construction of a playground.  While there had  been an 
area where children could play, there was no playground equipment or a ground cover designed to soften 
falls .These were installed, primarily by men of the church.  Eventually a shelter house was built.  (in the 
early 2000’s the area was enlarged again and updated play equipment was installed.) 

A number of outreach programs such as counseling for 
people facing the possibility of divorce were introduced 
about this time.  Another outreach effort was aimed at 
making connections with the African American Methodist 
and Baptist congregations.

After a prolonged discussion the congregation voted to sell 
the parsonage on Preston Avenue and the pastors were 
given a housing allowance so they could purchase their 
own homes and thus build up financial equity for their 
retirement years.

The congregation was extremely saddened by the death of 
Dr. Teilmann from a brain tumor in 1987.  Shortly after this, the tenure of Dr. Douglass came to an end 
with the assignment of Rev. Jack Minnick as the new senior pastor. 

The property behind and north of the sanctuary, along East Roanoke Street, was purchased.  However, 
the Board of Trustees declined to purchase what had been the meeting place of the Odd Fellows and the 
Rebeccas on the corner of Church and East Roanoke Streets though some were concerned about who 
might purchase the property.  The former Presbyterian church on Main Street had recently been turned 
into a bar/restaurant and there were fears that could happen next door to our sanctuary.  Happily, the 
Blacksburg Jewish congregation purchased the property for a synagogue and they still own the property.

A  welcome addition to the worship experience at BUMC during the 1980’s and 1990’s was the presence 
of a large number of Wesley Foundation students each Sunday.  The Rev. L. Glenn Tyndall and his wife, 
Lavina, had been sent to Blacksburg by the Virginia Conference in 1974.  Within a few years there were 
usually 30-40 Wesley students attending the 11:00 service as a group.  The Wesley Singers, a group that 
grew to number more than 50, led a worship service of music, scripture and prayer at a number of 
different churches during each year, always ending at BUMC in the spring.  This is a tradition that , with 
modifications, continues into 2019-2020. After Rev. Tyndall retired, Rev. Brett Gresham became the 
Wesley Foundation Director and the students now have their own service on Sunday evenings.
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After Rev. Minnick left BUMC, the conference assigned the Rev. Herb Hobbs to Blacksburg.  Reverend 
Hobbs had been the campus minister at Ferrum college for several years before he came to BUMC and 
he built an easy rapport with the Tech community.  His tenure saw a continuation of many of the programs 
begun during the 1980’s and early 1990’s.  More property across Lee Street was purchased.  Parking had 
become an increasing problem with some people complaining they couldn’t come to church because they 
couldn’t find a place to park.  

The late 1990’s into the early years of the 2020’s was a period of many changes in the ministerial staff of 
BUMC. Rev. Hobbs retired and was followed by Rev. Don Roberts who was not well and was unable to 
finish his assignment.  The Associate Pastor, Rev. Don McNicoll took over the duties of the senior pastor 
until the Conference assigned the Reverend Reggie Tuck in the summer of 2001.  Morris Fleischer was 
Associate Pastor for a time before being sent to the Newport United Methodist Church.   At that 
time,Rev.Sung Il Yoo, the first Korean pastor to be assigned to BUMC came to Blacksburg.  His 
assignment was shortened when the Conference asked him to go to Richmond to pastor a Korean 
congregation.  This led to the assignment of BUMC’s first female pastor, Rev. Chris McClain in 2011

Throughout this period attendance numbers were fairly constant or increasing but it slowly became 
apparent there was a need for substantive change in both the Children’s Sunday School program and the 
approach to Sunday morning Worship.  The changes in the Children’s program are mentioned briefly  on 
page 7 of this publication.  To address changes in Sunday morning worship, Rev.Tuck began 
“Intersections” in 2009. Rev. Tuck did not want to call the new service a “modern” service because he 
strongly believed “all worship is modern.”

Intersections was designed to be a “multi-media” worship experience.  Praise songs accompanied by 
guitars, drums and keyboard were the norm.  Sermons often incorporated video material lifted from 
popular movies, television shows and online sources.  The approach was more informal than in the 
traditional 8:30 and 11:00 services which made it popular with families of young children.  There was food 
available at the beginning of the service and every effort was made to make the atmosphere friendly and 
welcoming.  There was concern on the part of some members that Intersections was offered at 11:00 am 
Sunday mornings and this put it in direct competition with the traditional service.  Rev. Tuck felt putting 
Intersections at a different time would interfere with the popular and long-established adult Sunday School 
program.  The Associate Pastor had primary responsibility for Intersections though Rev. Tuck would 
conduct that service one Sunday a month.  The Church invested several thousand dollars in sound and 
video equipment to support the media which were such an integral part of the service.
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Rev Tuck believed very strongly that the Church should be involved in the local community and in the 
world.  Several of the mission outreach programs which can be found beginning on page 19 of this 
publication resulted from his enthusiasm and commitment to spread the influence of Christianity beyond 
the walls of the church building.  Under his guidance BUMC raised thousands of dollars to help further the 
development of Christianity in the former Soviet Republic of Ukraine.  In some years the special Advent 
offering went to the Kiev mission.  Money was raised for causes in Haiti as well.  He negotiated with the 
Town of Blacksburg to facilitate the construction of more affordable housing and was an enthusiastic 
supporter of Habitat for Humanity constructions in Blacksburg.

In 2007-2008, Blacksburg’s St. Mary’s 
Roman Catholic Church began construction 
on a new, much larger facility and it was not 
long before their former house of worship on 
Harding Avenue was for sale.  Rev. Tuck saw 
this as another opportunity for BUMC to 
expand its community involvement and urged 
the purchase of the building.  It became the 
Christian Learning Center or CLC.  He 
originally believed that part of the facility 
could be used for after school activities for 
high school students since the high school 
was nearby.  Unfortunately, that plan did not 
come to fruition, partly because a new high 
school was constructed, but the facility has 
been used for the BUMC youth program and 
a number of community programs.  Part of 

the land was used for construction of the Interfaith Food Pantry.  In 2012, edges worship service, under 
the leadership of Pastor Kelly Shushock, began at the CLC.

In 2014 the Virginia Conference very unexpectedly transferred Rev. Tuck, against the wishes of the local 
congregation, and assigned Rev. Joe Carson to BUMC.  After three years he was transferred so he could 
be closer to his ailing mother and Rev. Ralph Rowley came to BUMC.  When Rev. Rowley was assigned, 
Rev. Jennifer Fletcher was assigned as the Associate Pastor.  Arrangements were made to live stream 
worship services so people could watch the services from home or wherever they might be.  After a few 
months, the radio broadcasts of services, which had begun in the 1960’s, were discontinued.

During 2018 the Church Council and Rev. Rowley determined that attendance at Intersections was no 
longer sufficient to warrant a separate service.  Therefore, the 11:00 am service became the 
“Convergence” service.  Praise music similar to what was used in Intersections was then used to begin 
the 11:00 am service and was sometimes integrated with the traditional hymns during the service.  
Though probably justified, the cessation of Intersections was not without controversy, but perhaps the 
most controversial event during this period was the installation of a number of video screens throughout 
the Sanctuary.  Many people objected to the screens, some so strongly they left the church.  Others 
conceded the screens were part of more modern worship but objected to where they were installed and 
the fact that the Congregation was not allowed to vote on their installation.  Another change in the 
Sanctuary was moving the altar forward in the Chancel area.  This was a far less controversial change.

In 2020 BUMC, along with the rest of the world, endured the Covid19 pandemic.  State and 
denominational rules prohibited group worship for all churches for a period of three and a half months in 
an attempt to slow the spread of the disease.  Many Sunday School classes depended upon Zoom and 
similar internet “meeting rooms” for their meetings and the pre-school utilized electronic provisions 
(detailed on page 16-17) The pastoral staff was very proactive, arranging for Sunday morning sermons to 
be delivered via live streaming applications.  During the week a “first five” morning devotion was 
available, on Wednesday afternoons there was a sing-along offered by the music ministry.  There was a 
story time for children and “conversations” with the pastors at various times.  Even though these 
provisions meant that Methodists could not worship together, even on Easter, coping with the necessary 
changes made BUMC members appreciate the fellowship they enjoy during “normal” times.
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As this is written, the 250th anniversary of Methodism in Blacksburg is three years in the future. 
Attendance at the traditional services has been declining. New pastors are expected to arrive during the 
summer of 2020.  The Covid19 virus is still wreaking havoc here and around the world.  Christianity itself 
seems under fire in many places around the world and in our own country.  Still, members of BUMC have 
faith in God and the future of their church.  They know their ancestors in this church have proven time and 
again, the words of Ghandi  “A small body of determined spirits fired by an unquenchable faith in their 
mission can alter the course of history.” 

These volumes of the Smithfield Review are informative for further reading about the history of BUMC.  
Volumes of the publication may be obtained at Historic Smithfield, the Black House Museum, the Virginia 
Tech Library or online.  We cannot reprint them here because of copyright restrictions.

1. “Growth and Independence of Methodist Congregations in Blacksburg, Virginia” by Christopher Ross 
Donald.  The Smithfield Review, Volume X, pp 49-77, 2006

Editor’s note:  This details the relationship between Blacksburg Methodist Church and
the Blacksburg African Methodist Episcopal Church.

2. “Peter Harrison Whisner, D.D.” by Paul L. Nichols.  The Smithfield Review, Volume 19, pp 33-51, 2015.

3. “The Early Years of Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University:  Part I” by Clara B. Cox.  The 
Smithfield Review.  Volume 19, pp. 51-77, 2015.

4. “The Early Years of Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University:  Part II” by Clara B. Cox.  The 
Smithfield Review.  Volume 20, pp. 1-27, 2016.

45




